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Social commentators on the impact of post-modernism and globalization are not in
agreement as to either the magnitude or the valence of changes that cultural changes
are bringing. This seminar aims at developing critical thinking on how technology and
cultural changes will impact on our society. In particular we bring social
psychological theory and research to bear on two related aspects of post-modernism
and globalization: the nature of well-being in Chinese society and how it is
implemented in daily social interactions. At each meeting one or more participants
will act as session leaders by summarizing the material and leading a discussion of it
(you may be called upon to do this more than once during the semester.
"Summarizing material" does not mean delivering a lecture. Rather, the main issues,
concepts, research findings, etc., should be presented in a manner that stimulates
discussion and critical thought. The remaining participants are responsible for having
read and carefully considered the material, and for preparing one page summary of
your own thinking on the to-be-discussed issue. Grading will be exclusively based on

before-class preparation and in-class participation.



