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#A2 & ff:  Scientific writing: Cognitive science research

(2 A2 B):

Overall goal: to develop a domain-specific scientific writing course at the area level i
n a department.

Specific goal: to provide procedural and content knowledge about writing, submitting,



revising a scientific paper, as well as research proposal for grant application in cognit

1ve science research.

Coverage: Professor Su-Ling Yeh, Professor Yunn-Wen Lien, and Professor Art Woo
dward will co-teach this course. The three teachers will divide up the tasks according t
o their expertise. Professor Yeh will cover the scientific content of studies on percepti
on, Professor Lien will cover the scientific content of studies on cognition, and Profes
sor Woodward will cover the schema and other procedural aspects of writing and revis

ion, as well as certain topics in design and statistical analysis when those arise.

Topics include:

1) Obtaining and reviewing in detail the instructions to authors from the journals that
are likely to submit to;

2) Strategies for creating the first draft (e.g., inside out);

3) Creating effective paragraphs;

4) Presentation of technical information such as tables and graphs;

5) Audience checks to make sure the readers can understand;

6) Training designed to focus the writer on the four Ws in writing discussions, conclus
ions, title, and abstracts (Why was this research; What was done; What was discovere
d; Why is it important.);

7) Peer review of classmate’s drafts of their article;

8) How to respond to reviews from journals;

9) How to write research proposal.

Requirements: Students must agree to do the following:

1) The students must agree to submit an English language article by the end of the cou
rse.

2) They will must agree to attend all classes even when they are busy (unless there is s

ome very important trip or whatever).

Assessment: Evaluation will be based on class participation and the paper submitted

by the end of the semester.

Course Materials: Yeh and Woodward (2012). Increase Science productivity: The

secrets to writing winning articles and research proposals. NTU press: Taipei.



