[bookmark: _GoBack]Seminar on Economics and Finance 
J. D. Hwang

Course Description: This course provides tutorial in research project design. Students are required to take the initiative in choosing topics, seeking out resources and presenting drafts of one’s own research paper. This course may serve as a stepping stone towards a graduate thesis. Selected topics on Chinese Economy will be given particular attention for students to do further research.
      Interested students are advised to consult the instructor before taking this course.

Course Objective: The goal of this course is to facilitate learning about strategies to conduct research in economics or finance. In the attempt to complete an original research project, writing and oral exposition skills of students will be improved as well. 

Grading: Grade will be based on course participation (30%), presentation (20%), and term paper (50%).

Course Outline
1. Course introduction: why writing a good research paper matters to you?
2. What is a research paper? Example of student research papers and journal papers
3. Oral presentation and critique of graduate thesis
4. Oral presentation of journal papers
5. Critique of journal papers
6. Recapitulation: elements of good writing
7. Discussion of research projects
8. Review and discussion of econometric techniques needed for the project 
9. Presentation on research topic
10. Presentation on research paper
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