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Course outlines

- ~ ARzt Course Description

In a world of imperfect markets, government intervention is necessary to solve collective
problems and live in a more just society. It is thus important to learn what governments do
and do not do, and what they do right in terms of public policies. In this class, we will
develop an in-depth understanding of what public policy is and why we accept
government involvement in solving collective problems. We will learn definitions and
practical examples of public policy and of the policy process (agenda setting, formulation,
implementation, and evaluation), making use of several examples from China, East Asia,
Europe. This course is divided into two parts. The first one will consist of lectures,
discussions, and a policy data workshop that will help students gain theoretical and data
knowledge on public policies. The second part of the course will be more interactive and
consist of lectures, students’ presentations, a field trip, and a video projection. This part
will focus on specific policies at the center of current public debates, such as economy,
labour market and migration, environment, education, health care, housing, and welfare
policies.

v % p # Course Objective

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

Distinguish main scholarly theories behind policy design

Summarise how to formulate, implement, and evaluate a policy

React to discussions on policy issues with experts and practitioners
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- Formulate policy-relevant arguments by putting theory into practice

Through public policy analysis, students are stimulated to develop insight, creativity, and
imagination, while gaining knowledge, training, and discipline. Studying public policy is
important for future careers as policy analysts, public employees, and non-profit and
for-profit organizations careers at the national and international levels.

Course requirements

For the first half of the class, students are given suggested readings for each lecture and
are encouraged to actively participate in the class debate sharing experiences about their
own country. The data analysis part will include two small exercises, to be conducted as a
group.

For the second half of the class, students are invited to:

Prepare policy analysis presentations based on specific policy topics in collaboration with
groups of two classmates. Each presentation should last around 20-30 minutes. The PPT
materials should be sent to the instructor via email at least 24 hours before the presentation
day. All the other groups should make sure to consult these materials in advance, and be
prepared to raise at least one question and one comment per group, as a feedback for the
presenters.

Students will be finally evaluated with a final term assignment. In lieu of the final exam,
students are required to submit an updated version of their policy recommendation
following feedback received during their presentation. The assignment should be around
1,000 words in length and be structured as follows:

1)  Problem statement/ issue area/ relevant background

2)  Description of the policy field and its actors

3)  Description of the policy implementation case(s), and your analysis based on
theories learnt in class (ex. the gap between these policies and their implementation)

4)  Policy recommendation

This has to be submitted individually in the form of a short essay via e-mail at
ijinh@ntu.edu.tw not later than one week from the end of the semester (i.e. before June
13).

Z ~EFERZ KE P F B Course outline (Course Schedule of 16 weeks)
Week 1: Orientation

Week 2: Introduction to public policies and their actors

Week 3: Public policy theories

Week 4: Agenda setting

Week 5: Policy design

Week 6: Policy implementation

Week 7: (Tomb sweeping day, no class)

Week 8: Policy evaluation / data analysis

Week 9: Mid-term exam

Week 10: Economic and industrial policies / field trip

Week 11: Labour market and migration policies / presentations 1
Week 12: Welfare and healthcare policies / presentations 2
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Week 13: Education and housing policies / presentations 3

Week 14: Environmental and climate change policies / video projection
Week 15: Final discussion and tips for writing essays

Week 16: Final term week (no class)

ip TRE# 2
R
Required

readings and
extension
readings

(Textbooks &
Reference)

-~ dp TR G # 4 TR ) Required readings

Fischer, F., & Miller, G. J. (Eds.). (2017). Handbook of public policy analysis: theory,
politics, and methods. Routledge.

Birkland, T. A. (2019). An introduction to the policy process: Theories, concepts, and
models of public policy making. Routledge

N 7 I 7 1 1 (gﬁ-g‘a’-iilii ¥ e B ) Extension readings

Dodds, A. (2018). Comparative public policy. Macmillan International Higher Education
Moran, M., Rein, M., & Goodin, R. E. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of public
policy. Oxford University Press.

+ other materials to be handed out during the course of the class.

Week 1: Orientation

Week 2 : Introduction to public policies and their actors

This is an introductory lecture on public policy, meant to increase students’ understanding
of definitions and basic concepts of government intervention and market failure.

Readings :

Birkland, T. A. (2019). An introduction to the policy process: Theories, concepts, and models of
public policy making. Routledge (pp.7-26)

Moran, M., Rein, M., & Goodin, R. E. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of public policy.
Oxford University Press (Ch.31)

Lieberthal, K., & Oksenberg, M. (1988). Policy making in China. Princeton University Press
(ch.1).

Week 3: Public policy theories




This lecture introduces the main theories discussed in the field of public policy studies
Readings:

Birkland, T. A. (2019). An introduction to the policy process: Theories, concepts, and models of
public policy making. Routledge (Ch.11)

Zahariadis, N. (2016). “Bounded rationality and garbage can models of policy-making”. In G.B.
Peters & Zittoun, P. (eds.). Contemporary approaches to public policies: theories,
controversies and perspectives. Palgrave MacMillan.

He, A. J. W. (2018). Maneuvering within a fragmented bureaucracy: Vested interests: Policy
entrepreneurship in China’s local healthcare reform. The China Quarterly, 236, 1088-1110

Week 4: Agenda setting

This lecture examines the ways and circumstances in which new policies get adopted by
policy-makers.

Readings :

Fischer, F., & Miller, G. J. (Eds.). (2017). Handbook of public policy analysis: theory, politics, and
methods. Routledge. (Ch.5)

Wang, S. 2008. Changing Models of China's Policy Agenda Setting. Modern China 34 (1):56.

Béland, D., & Hacker, J. S. (2004). Ideas, private institutions and American welfare state
‘exceptionalism’: the case of health and old-age insurance, 1915-1965. International Journal
of Social Welfare, 13(1), 42-54.

Week 5: Policy design

This lecture pays attention to how policies are planned and formulated once they have

entered the government’s agenda.
Readings :

Birkland, T. A. (2019). An introduction to the policy process: Theories, concepts, and models of
public policy making. Routledge (Ch.9)

Capano, G., Pritoni, A., & Vicentini, G. (2020). Do policy instruments matter? Governments’
choice of policy mix and higher education performance in Western Europe. Journal of Public




Policy, 40(3), 375-401.

Week 6: Policy implementation

This lecture focuses on the ways in which policy implementation takes place and in how it
is working specifically in the case of China in the context of its central-local
intergovernmental relationship.

Readings:

Fischer, F., & Miller, G. J. (Eds.). (2017). Handbook of public policy analysis: theory, politics, and
methods. Routledge. (Ch.7)

Lindsay, C., Pearson, S., Batty, E., Cullen, A. M., & Eadson, W. (2019). Street-level practice,
personalisation and co-production in employability: insights from local services with lone
parents. Social policy and society, 18(4), 647-658.

Week 7: (Tomb sweeping day, no class)

Week 8: Policy evaluation
This lecture examines the topic of policy evaluation and its importance in assessing
whether a policy works or not.

Readings:

Fischer, F., & Miller, G. J. (Eds.). (2017). Handbook of public policy analysis: theory, politics, and
methods. Routledge.(Ch.26)

Moran, M., Rein, M., & Goodin, R. E. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of public policy.
Oxford University Press.(Ch.15)

Week 9: Mid-term exam

Week 10: Economic and industrial policies / Field trip (TBC)

From this week, we will have both lecturing and presentations to investigate more in depth
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some specific policies. This week is dedicated to economic policies.

Readings:
Dodds, A. (2018). Comparative public policy. Macmillan International Higher Education (Ch.3)

Di Carlo, D., & Schmitz, L. (2023). Europe first? The rise of EU industrial policy promoting and
protecting the single market. Journal of European Public Policy, 1-34.

Ho, S. P. (1987). Economics, economic bureaucracy, and Taiwan's economic development. Pacific
Affairs, 226-247.

Week 11: Labour market and migration policies / presentations 1

This week entails both lecturing and presentations to investigate more in depth labour
market policies.

Readings:

Li, S. J. (2022). Working poor in Taiwan: profile and policy response. Journal of Asian Public
Policy, 15(1), 43-59.

Romer, F., Roeth, L., & Zobel, M. (2023). Policymaking on immigrant welfare rights: the populist
and the mainstream right. Journal of European Public Policy, 30(8), 1537-1564.

Seol, D. H., & Skrentny, J. D. (2009). Why Is There So Little Migrant Settlement in East Asia? 1.
International migration review, 43(3), 578-620.

Week 12: Welfare and healthcare policies / presentations 2

This week entails both lecturing and presentations to investigate more in depth welfare
policies as well as healthcare related policies.

Readings:

Dodds, A. (2018). Comparative public policy. Macmillan International Higher Education (Ch.4, 5)

Cai, C., & Tang, N. (2023). China’s campaign-style implementation Regime: how is “Targeted
poverty Alleviation” being achieved locally?. Journal of Chinese Political Science, 28(4),
645-669.




Lee, S. H. (2022). Why the initiative of free childcare failed to be an effective policy
implementation of universal childcare in South Korea. Journal of Asian Public Policy, 15(3),
558-574.

Wonyg, J. (2005). Adapting to democracy: Societal mobilization and social policy in Taiwan and
South Korea. Studies in Comparative International Development, 40, 88-111.

Week 13: Education and housing policies / presentations 3

This week entails both lecturing and presentations to investigate more in depth education
policies, as well as housing and urban planning policies.

Readings:

Dodds, A. (2018). Comparative public policy. Macmillan International Higher Education (Ch.6)

Heidenheimer, A. J., Heclo, H., & Adams, C. T. (1990). Comparative public policy: The politics of
social choice in America, Europe, and Japan. St. Martin's Press (Ch.4, 8)

Busemeyer, M. R. (2023). Who cares for the future? Exploring public attitudes towards the needs
of future generations in Germany. Journal of European Public Policy, 1-26.

Fleckenstein, T., Lee, S. C., & Mohun Himmelweit, S. (2023). Dualisation, education and the
knowledge economy: Comparing Germany and South Korea. Social Policy & Administration,
57(2), 158-171.

Hsu, J. Y., & Hsu, Y. H. (2013). State transformation, policy learning, and exclusive displacement
in the process of urban redevelopment in Taiwan. Urban Geography, 34(5), 677-698.

Week 14: Environmental policies / video projection

This week entails both lecturing and a video projection to investigate more in depth
environmental policies.

Readings:

Dodds, A. (2018). Comparative public policy. Macmillan International Higher Education (Ch.7)
Oberthdir, S., & Von Homeyer, 1. (2023). From emissions trading to the European Green Deal: the
evolution of the climate policy mix and climate policy integration in the EU. Journal of

European Public Policy, 30(3), 445-468.

Week 15: Final roundtable discussion / tips for essay writing

In this final week, we will summarise and make sense of what learnt so far through
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presentations to draw lessons for policymaking.

Week 16: Final term assignment, no class

RE o SalFa
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# ) Grading

Attendance and participation 20%
Midterm exam 30%

Group presentation 30%

Final policy report 20%
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Requirements
for students
after the class:

Please note:

In lieu of the final exam, students are required to submit an updated version of their policy
recommendation following feedback received during their presentation. The assignment
should be between 1000-2000 words and be structured as follows:

1) Problem statement/ issue area/ relevant background

2) Description of the policy field and its actors

3) Description of the policy implementation case(s), and your analysis based on theories
learnt in class (ex. the gap between these policies and their implementation)

4)  Policy recommendation

Submission deadline for the final term paper due one week after the final exam’s week.
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1. Hong, 1. (2023). Comparative theoretical and methodological approaches in social policy
teaching. In Z. Irving (eds.). Teaching International, Comparative and Global Social Policy. Edward
Elgar

2. Hong, 1., Nahm, J.W., Yeh, C. (2023). Labour Market Policy Reform in East Asia: From
Economic Crises to Welfare Politics. In N. Durazzi, D. Clegg (eds.). Handbook of Labour Market
Policy in Rich Democracies. Edward Elgar

3. Kuehner, S., Hong, 1., Ketola, M., Roumpakis, A. (2023). Ten Years of the Journal of
International and Comparative Social Policy: Taking Stock and Charting A Route Forward. Journal
of International and Comparative Social Policy. 39(1)

4. Hong, I. & Ngok, K. (2022). The industrialisation thesis, revisited: Understanding welfare
expansion in China through social expenditure data (2000 - 2019). Social Policy & Administration.
56(6): 874-890

4. Hong, I., Lee, J. (2021) Does Social Investment make the Labour Market ‘Flow’ ? Family
Policies and Institutional Complementarities in Italy, Spain, Japan and South Korea, in Y.J. Choi, T.
Fleckenstein, S. C. Lee (eds.), Welfare Reform and Social Investment Policy in Europe and East

Asia, Policy Press



5. Hong, 1., Kwon, E., Kim, B. (2019). Measuring Social Policy Change in Comparative Research:
Survey Data Evidence from South Korea. Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis: Research and
Practice. 21(2): 131-150
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