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“Reading Makes a Full Man, Conference a Ready Man, and Writing an Exact Man”
is a time-honored requirement of an academic, or a
practitioner/collaborator/manager. This course provides graduate students with the
ability to build basic skills and capacities to be used in advancing one’s career in
future, not necessarily becoming an academic.

This course evolves from an earlier course, Population and Social Geography
which has been taught in the Dept. of Geography by the same instructor for the last
ten years. It had continuously equipped students from a range of countries/regions
and disciplines to master key concepts in Population and Social Geography, and how
they were incorporated in empirical research. It is now restructured to accommodate
students who are serious about developing a research proposal, unleashing their
creativity to apply the basic concepts to real world issues, especially relevant to
Taiwan, such as challenging super-low fertility level, and super-high aging society.
Urban transitions, migration, and prevailing health issues are also considered.

No pre-requisites would be required for the course. In stage I, students should start
with required readings, and participate discussion in class. Part I will start with
proposed topics of empirical research, accompanied with pertinent literature,
writing précis to prepare for literature review, defining a research problem and
formulating a conceptual framework. A research proposal draft should be ready for
discussion with the instructor, two weeks before the final class, where oral
presentations are required.
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Weeks, J. R. (2020) Population: An introduction to concepts and issues. Boston, MA:
Cengage Learning. 13™ edition.

POPULATION does more than give you information; it also shows you how to put it into
practice. From the debates over how to manage population growth in some countries, and
aging populations in others, to the issues of how amazingly different the world is when
people are living in urban areas with considerable control over their own mortality and
fertility, POPULATION helps you understand how the world really works and how

population dynamics relate to socio-economic transitions and sustainable development.

You'll find compelling writing, intriguing essays and built-in study aids that help you review
and prepare for tests -- while also equipping you for the rest of your life on this planet.
Mullaney & Christopher Rea (2022) Where Research Begins: Choosing a research
project that maters to you (and the world). Chicago and London, The University of
Chicago Press.

This book contains “A semester-long plan through which a student could develop a full-
fledged research project in a relatively short span of time.....It covered everything:
working with primary sources, taking notes, compiling an annotated bibliography of
secondary sources, developing a hypothesis, outlining the structure of a thesis, and
summarizing the expected implications of the study.”
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Creswell, John W. (2014) Research design: qualitative, quantitative, and mixed
Strunk, William Jr. & E. B. White (2000) The Elements of Style » 4™ edition,
Chiang, Lan-Hung Nora (2023). Qualitative and Quantitative Methods as Applied to
International Migration. In Firuza Begham Mustafa (Ed), Methodological Approaches in
Integrated Geography, 99-114. Switzerland: Springer Nature. eBook ISBN 978-3-031-
28784-8. (link)
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https://www.geog.ntu.edu.tw/images/People/lhchiang/paper/2023_Qualitative_and_Quantitative_Methods_as_Applied_to_International_Migration.pdf

