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Course Syllabus

A survey of ancient Greek and Roman drama from Aeschylus to

Course Description

Seneca.

This course introduces: a) the performance conventions of the

ancient Greek and Roman theater; b) texts of five of the major

Course Objective

Greek and Roman dramatists; ¢) major issues in current scholarship

on Greek and Roman drama.

Course Requirement Active class participation in discussion, oral presentations, and

performances; short papers, term paper, midterm and final
examination.

Graduate students will take turns presenting selected excerpts from
the following primary texts and articles (included in the
coursepack) over the course of the semester:

e Aeschylus, Libation Bearers.

e Euripides, Iphigenia at Aulis.

e Seneca, Trojan Women.

e Sophocles, Oedipus at Colonus.
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Required textbooks:

1. Fagles, Robert. 1984. Aeschylus: The Oresteia. Penguin
Books. ISBN: 0-14-044333-9
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Penguin Books. ISBN: 0-14-044425-4
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7. Coursepack: PDF file distributed by instructor.

No. Item Percentage Description
1 Class discussion, presentations, 10%
performances

2. Short papers 20%

3. Term paper 20%

4. Midterm exam 25%

5. Final exam 25%

Weekly Schedule
Subject

Sophocles, Oedipus the King.

Wiles, “Myth” (pp. 5-25).

Sophocles, Antigone. Short paper #1 due.

Wiles, “Ritual” (pp. 26-47).

Aeschylus, Agamemnon.

Wiles, “Politics” (pp. 48-65). Short paper #2 due.
Aeschylus, Eumenides.

Wiles, “Gender” (pp. 66-88).

Midterm examination.

Euripides, Bacchae.

Wiles, “Space” (pp. 89-127).

Aristophanes, Lysistrata.

Wiles, “The performer” (pp. 128-164). Short paper #3 due.
Aristophanes, Birds.

Wiles, “Reception” (pp. 179-208).

Seneca, Thyestes.

[Seneca], Octavia.

Term paper due. Final examination.



