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SAEMEE  Course Description

This is an elementary Russian course intended for beginners in Russian. The course aims at helping
the students acquire a working knowledge of Russian so that he could: communicate with Russians
on topics covered by the situations dealt with in the course, express the thoughts in Russian on the
basis of the grammar and vocabulary studied, understand aurally, read and retell texts, read with a
dictionary and translate more difficult texts and prepare oral or written reports on any given topic.
This course gives the student a thorough knowledge of the fundamentals of Russian.

We read dialogues which provide samples of conversational modern language used in everyday
situations. The amount of Grammar used in the dialogues is sufficient to give students the initial
confidence required to start comunicating in Russian. Many phrases, which are essential in everyday
conversation in Russian, are based on complex grammar rules. It is better for the student to learn
how to use these phrases in spoken Russian without analyzing their grammar content, e.g. phrases
using perfective imperatives, phrases using specific cases of nouns and adjectives, other frequently
used phrases. Elements of grammar which are covered by the text and grammatical exercises in this
book are as follows: verbs in the imperfective, verbs in the perfective (most essential verbs only),
selected cases of nouns, possessive pronouns and adjectives, personal pronouns (all cases), the use of
imperfective and perfective verbs in past and future tenses.

The course will serve as the basis for further Russian studies and for the development and
improvement of speaking skills, when more difficult texts containing more complicated grammar
and vocabulary.

The contents of each lesson and of the course as a whole are arrange in a definite sequence, which
rules out any “unexpected” difficulties in the formation of language skills and habits.

FFHE I Course Objectives

To develop elementary language skill — namely those in understanding spoken Russian, and speaking
and reading within the limits of the topics dealt with in the lessons — on the basis of the assimilated
grammar and vocabulary;

To learn students how to talk on everyday topics (“My family”, “Work and studies”, “My friend”,



My favorite Pastime”, “Cinema”, etc.), to speak about himself, his family, friends, work, studies, art,
cinema, and to understand short and long texts on these topics read by a native Russian speaker.

PRI Requirements

fis:%?'} E! (fﬁl%; ) Textbook and References

1. Yuzvik T. Everyday conversations (75 everyday conversations in modern Russian plus
more than 150 useful grammar exercises). Moscow, 2001.
2. Ovsiyenko Y. G. Russian for beginners. Moscow, 1998.

F’JEI %= Grading
Mid-term exam 50%o, final exam 50%

E3  Syllabus

% 131 The Russian Alhabet. Russian Sounds and Letters.

% 2 1% How some Russian letters are written. Stressed vowels and the Reduction of Vowels.
Reading.

% 3 i Main types of Intonational Constractions. Reading. Exercises.

% 4 % Preparation for reading. Grammar. The noun. The gender of nouns. The personal pronouns.
Exercises. Text.

% 531 Reading dialogues. Grammar. Possessive pronouns. Adverbs of place. Word order in a
sentence. Complete and short answers. Exercises.

% 6 i Reading dialogues. Grammar. The construction “I have...” Exercises.

% 7 3% We will watch the Russian film.

% 81  Reading dialogues. Grammar. The verb. The present tense. The 1% and 2" verb



conjugations. The verb “to read” and “to speak”. The verb group. Exercises.

% 9%  (Mid-term exam)

% 10 ¥ Reading dialogues. Text. Grammar. The plural of nouns. Special cases of the formation
of the plural of nouns. The plural of possessive pronouns. Exercises.

% 11 i¥ Reading dialogues and text. . Grammar. The demonstrative pronouns. Complex sentences.

Exercises.
% 12 i+ Reading dialogues and text. . Grammar. The past tense of the verb. The use of the verb “to

be”. The prepositional of nouns. Exercises.
% 13 i+ Reading dialogues and text. . Grammar.  The prepositional with the meaning of the

subject of a thought or the topic of a conversation. Personal pronouns in the Prepositional. Verb

groups. Exercises.
% 14 ¥ Reading dialogues and text. . Grammar. The Accusative singular of nouns. Transitive verbs.

An object in the prepositional or the accusative. The accusative of personal pronouns. Exercises.
% 15 ¥ Reading dialogues and text. . Grammar. How to convey the person who is the object of an

action (the Accusative case). The accusative in the construction “My name is...” \erb groups.

Exercises.
% 16 ¥ Reading dialogues and text. Grammar. Verbs of motion. Verb “to go”. Complex

sentences. Exercises.
% 17 ¥ Reading dialogues and text. . Grammar. Verbs with the particle “s’a”. The verb “to study”.

Revision exercises. Read with a dictionary.
% 18 1% The final exam.



