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Descriptions

This course provides an overview of IR theories in the field of. It is designed to (1) 

acquaint students with major approaches to understanding the world of international 

relations; (2) assess the political and historical context in which theories emerged and the

interests which influenced their formulation; and (3) enable students to critically apply 

theoretical arguments to the reality. The course is conducted in the form of lectures. 

Students read selective original writings of major IR theorists, and are expected to 

complete all assigned readings for each week. This is a heavy load reading course on IR 

theory. Class participations are essential to students’ final grades.

Sep. 14, 2009   Introduction

Sep. 21, 2009   IR: The State of the Field

Martin Wight, “Why is There no International Theory?” in H. 

Butterfield and M. Wight, eds., Diplomatic Investigations 

(London: George Allen and Unwin, 1966), pp. 17-34.

Jorg Friedrichs, European Approaches to International Relations 

Theory (London & New York: Rutledge, 2004), chapter 1.

Sep. 28, 2009  Idealism

             Woodrow Wilson, Fourteen Points (1918).

             E. H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis (1919-1939): An Introduction to the

Study of International Relations, 2nd Edition (London: Macmillan,

1946), chapter 9.

             Peter Wilson, The International Theory of Leonard Woolf: A Study in

Twentieth  Century  Idealism (New  York:  Palgrave  Macmillan,

2003), chapter 2.

Oct.05, 2009   Classical Realism 
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             E. H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis (1919-1939): An Introduction to the 

Study of International Relations, 2nd Edition (London: 

Macmillan, 1946), chapter 8.

Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for 

Power and Peace, 5th Edition (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985, 

chapter 1.

 

Oct. 12, 2009  Structural Realism   

             Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Mass.: Addison-Wesley 

Publishing Co., 1979), chapter 5.

             Kenneth N. Waltz, “Structural Realism after the Cold War,” International 

Security, Vol. 25, No. 1(Summer 2000), pp. 5-41.

             Conversations with History: Kenneth N. Waltz, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9eV5gPIPZg           

Oct. 19, 2009   Offensive Realism 

              John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.

W. Norton & Company, 2001).

Robert Jervis, “Cooperation under the Security Dilemma,” World 

Politics, Vol. 30, No. 2, (January 1978), pp. 186-214.

Conversations with History: John J. Mearsheimer

                http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkFamUn6dGw

Oct. 26, 2009   Liberal Institutionalism (I)

              Robert Keohane and Joseph S. Nye, Power and Interdependence: World 

Politics in Transition (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1977, 

1989, 2001). chapter 2.

              Conversations with History: Robert O. Keohane, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5foxGFX

             

Nov. 02, 2009   Liberal Institutionalism (II)

Robert O. Keohane, After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in 

the World Political Economy (Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 1984, 2005), chapter 6.

               Hegemony in International Political Economy

                 http://www.youtube.com/watch7v=KGhvzR7_HIS             

              

Nov. 09, 2009  Liberal Institutionalism (III)
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             Robert O. Keohane, Liberalism, Power and Governance in a Partially 

Globalized World (London & New York: Routledge, 2002), 

chapter 9,

Nov. 16, 2009  Mid-term Exam

Nov. 23, 2009  Social Constructivism (I) 

             Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1999), chapter 6.

              袁易主編，社會建構學派專集，美歐季刊，Vol.15, No. 2, (2001), pp. 

153-310.

               

Nov. 30, 2009  Social Constructivism (II)

Friedrich V. Kratochwil, Rules, Norms, and Decisions: On the 

Conditions of Practical and Legal Reasoning in International 

Relations and Domestic Affairs (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1989).

Dec. 07, 2009 -Neo-Marxist Theory Neo

            Anthony Brewer, Marxist Theories of Imperialism: A Critical Survey 

(London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980).

Dec. 14, 2009  Critical Theory

            Robert W. Cox Approaches to World Order (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1996), chapter 6.

Dec. 21, 2009  Post-Modernism 

             Richard K. Ashley, “The Poverty of Neorealism,” International Organization

(Spring) Vol. 38, No. 2 (1984), pp. 225-286.

Chih-yu Shih, “Does Death Matter in IR? The Possibilities of 

Counter Methodology,” in I Yuan, Ed., Is There a Greater China 

Identity? Security and Economic Dilemma (Taipei: Institute of 

International Relations Press, 2006), pp. 52-73.

Dec. 28, 2009  Feminist Theory

             Christine Sylvester, Feminist International Relations: An Unfinished 

Journey (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).

Jan 04, 2010  English School
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             Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: The Study of Order in World Politics, 

2nd Edition (Cambridge: Columbia University Press, 2002), 

chapter 2.

             Barry Buzan and Richard Little, International Systems in World History: 

Remaking the Study of International Relations (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2000).

             Barry Buzan, From International to World Society? English School Theory 

and the Social Structure of Globalization (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2004), chapter 6.

Alex J. Bellamy, ed., International Society and Its Critics (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2005).

Jan. 11, 2010   Final Exam

成績計算：

 　　         Mid-term Exam　　   40%

Final Exam     　　  40%

Participation          20%

Recommended Textbooks：

倪世雄　著，包宗和　校對，當代國際關係理論　(台北：五南出版公司，

2001)。

James E. Dougherty and Robert L. Pfaltzgraff, Jr., Contending Theories of 

International Relations: A Comprehensive Survey (5th Edition) (New York: Addison 

Wesley Longman, Inc., 2001).

Andrew Linklater, ed., International Relations; Critical Concepts in Political 

Science, Vols. I-V (London and New York: Routledge, 2000).

Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi, International Relations Theory (4th Edition) 

(New York: Prentice Hall Co., 2009).
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